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March 10, 2000

TheHonorableJanetReno
AttorneyGeneral
UnitedStatesDepartmentofJustice
Washington,D.C. 20530

Re: TheFreehandLa BellaMemoranda

DearGeneralReno:

TheJusticeDepartmenthasapparentlydisclosedto theLosAngelesTimesthe
memorandumby CharlesLa Bella regardingtheappointmentof anIndependentCounsel
for thecampaignfundraisinginvestigation. As you know, I subpoenaedthis
memorandum,aswell asthesimilarmemorandumby FBI DirectorLouis Freeh,in July
1998. You refusedto comply with my subpoena,andtheCommitteevotedto hold you in
contempt.However,you havestill refusedto providethememorandumto the
Committee,despitethat contemptvoteandseveralrequestssincethat time. While you
failed to comply with a lawful Congressionalsubpoena,eitheryou or someonein the
JusticeDepartmenthasseenfit to providetheLa Bellamemorandumto themedia. The
leakoftheLaBella memorandumspeaksvolumesaboutyourmismanagementof the
JusticeDepartment,yourmishandlingofthecampaignfundraisinginvestigation,and
your disregardfor Congressionaloversightof theJusticeDepartment.I amsendingwith
this lettera subpoenafor theFreehandLa Bellamemoranda,andI expectthatthe
Departmentwill nowcomplywith thesubpoena.

TheCommitteeinitially subpoenaedtheFreehmemorandumin December1997,
and thenit subpoenaedboth theFreehandLa Bella memorandain July 1998. You
refusedto comply with thesubpoenas,claiming thatdisclosureofthememorandato the
CommitteewouldharmtheJusticeDepartment’scampaignfundraisinginvestigation,as
well asthe internaldeliberationprocessattheJusticeDepartment.In a letterdatedJuly
28, 1998,you stated:

The disclosureof thesememorandacould providea “road map” of the
Department’sinvestigation. The documents,or information that they
contain,could comeinto thepossessionof the targetsof the investigation
through inadvertenceor deliberateact on the part of someonehaving
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accessto them. The investigationcould be seriously prejudicedby the
revelation of the direction of the investigation, information about the
evidence that the prosecutorshave obtained, and assessmentsof the
strengthsandweaknessesof variousaspectsof the investigation. Indeed,
disclosure of information such as is contained in this report could
significantly impede the Task Force’scriminal investigation, and could
conceivablyprecludeprosecutionof someindividuals.

In anotherletterdatedAugust4, 1998, you statedthat:

[S~uchdocumentslay out the thinking, theories and strategiesof our
prosecutorsand investigators,and the strengthsand weaknessesof our
cases. They talk about leadsthat needfurther investigation,and places
wherewe’ve reacheddeadends. Criminals, targetsand defenselawyers
alike can all agreeon one thing —. theywould love to havea prosecutor’s
plans.

Leavingasidethefact that yourseniorstaffhaveleakedalist of thestatusof every
campaignfundraisingcaseandotherinformationthathashada negativeimpacton your
cases,providingtheLa Bellamemoto thepressis an extraordinaryturn ofevents.

In thesameAugust4 letterquotedabove,you alsoclaimedthatdisclosureof the
memoswould createa“chilling effect” on Departmentemployees’ability to render
adviceto you:

If futureAttorneysGeneralknow thatthe innermostthinking behindtheir
toughest law enforcementdecisions will become fodder for partisan
debate,thenwerisk creatinga JusticeDepartmentandan FBI thattacksto
political winds insteadof following the facts and the law whereverthey
lead. If future law enforcementprofessionalscannotprovideadvicethat is
candid and confidential,we will have a governmentof “yes” men who
advocatewhatis popularinsteadof whatis right.

You usedtheseargumentsagainstthe Committeeforcefully andrepeatedlyduring
thecontemptdebate. I wastoldcountlesstimes thatcompliancewith my subpoenas
would harmyour investigation. I wastold that all of theMembersof theCommittee
could not evenreviewthememosin private,becausetheymight leakthecontentsof the
memos. But, theJusticeDepartment’scurrentreleaseof theLaBella memoleadsmeto
reachone offour possibleconclusions:

• Theargumentsthat you madein July 1998werefalseandmisleading.

• Theargumentsthat you madein July 1998weretrue,but you no longerare
concernedaboutprotectingtheDepartment’sinvestigation,orthefrank and
candidadviceofyoursubordinates.
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• All of the investigationsdiscussedin theLa Bellamemoareclosed,andthe
memocan bereleasedpublicly, but ratherthancomplywith theCommittee’s
lawful subpoena,you decidedto releasethememo to the press.

• You still believethat disclosureofthememowould causesignificant harmto the
campaignfundraisinginvestigation,but you do not haveenoughcontroloveryour
seniorpolitical advisersto preventthemfrom leakingthememoto thepress.

The releaseof theLa Bellamemo showsthatsomethingis seriouslywrongat the
JusticeDepartment;whetherit is incompetence,politicization,ora seriousdisregardfor
the rule oflaw hasyet to be determined.Sincethe DepartmenthasreleasedtheLa Bella
memoto thepress,I expectthat you will now comply with this Committee’ssubpoena
for theFreehandLa Bella memos,andprovidethemto the Committeeby Tuesday,
March 14. I alsoexpectthat thememoswill be redactedonly to removeinformation
coveredby Rule 6(e).

It is clear,basedon thebrief portionsoftheLa Bella memothatI havereviewed
or that havebeenreportedby theLosAngelesTimes,why you did not wantto releasethe
memoto theCommittee.First, theLa Bella memocondemnedyou for misleadingthe
Americanpeopleby providinganerroneousexplanationof whenan IndependentCounsel
couldbe appointed. It also claimedthat you haderecteda higherlegal thresholdfor
investigatingWhiteHouseofficials andotherscoveredby theIndependentCounselAct
thanotherindividuals. Mr. La Bella concludedthat the “contortionsthat theDepartment
hasgonethroughto avoidinvestigatingtheseallegationsare apparent.”As an example
ofthesecontortions,Mr. La Bella referredto oneseniorofficial, whosenamewas
redactedfrom thereport: “[ijf theseallegationsinvolved anyoneotherthan[redactedi,an
appropriateinvestigationwould havecommencedmonthsagowithouthesitation.”

As describedby Mr. La Bella in his memo,theTaskForce’sinvestigationwas
createdto fail. Sincehe wrotehis memo,this Committeehasdiscoveredcountless
examplesof how that investigationhasfailed. While manyof thesecaseswill bedetailed
in areportthat this Conimitteewill issuelater this year,I canbriefly recountsomeof
themhere:

• Your investigatorsfailed to askPresidentClinton a singlequestionaboutJames
Riady, CharlieTrie, JohnHuang,orany otheraspectofhis involvementin raising
foreignmoneyfor the 1996election. As aclosefriend ofRiady,Trie, andHuang,
if Bill Clinton werean ordinarycitizen, ratherthanPresidentoftheUnited States,
he would havebeenquestionedextensivelyby theFBI, andlikely calledbefore
thegrandjury. Instead,yourTaskForcegavehima freepass.

• Your investigatorsfailed to askVicePresidentGorea singlequestionabouthis
relationshipwith Maria Hsia,orhis role in the infamousBuddhistTemple
fundraiser. Likewise,if Al Gorewerenot Vice President,andweresomeother
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privatecitizen with a ten-yearfundraisingrelationshipwith Maria Hsia, your
investigatorswould havequestionedhim extensively.

• You havefailed to pursuedocumentsheld by theWhite Houseandother
agencies.Forexample,it hasbeenwidely reportedin thepressthat theWhite
Househasfailed to produceto CongressorseveralIndependentCounsels
thousandsofe-mailscoveredby subpoenas.While therearealmostcertainly
JusticeDepartmentsubpoenasoutstandingfor thosee-mails,as ofMarch 8, the
JusticeDepartmenthadnotcontactedany of theNorthropGrummanemployees
responsiblefor theWhiteHousee-mailsystem. In contrast,whenyou were
confrontedwith embarrassingnewinformationin theWacotragedy,you
immediatelydispatchedUnitedStatesMarshalsto seizeevidencefrom theFBI.
When you learnedof significantnewevidencebeing heldby theWhite Housein
thecampaignfundraisingmatter,you did nothing. While this disparatetreatment
couldsimply be attributedto incompetence,theLa Bella memosuggeststhat
theremight be moreseriousreasonsfor theDepartment’sfailure. You seemto be
proceedingon thepremiseof what you don’t know won’t hurt yourpolitical
colleaguesandyourpolitical party.

• TheLaBella memoapparentlypointsout that theFirst Lady haspotential
criminal involvementin thecampaignfundraisingscandal,basedon her failure to
warn theDNC aboutthe illegal campaignfundraisingactivitiesofCharlieTrie.
In April 1996,Mrs. Clinton was wamedthat Trie wasraisinghugeamountsof
moneyfor thePresidentialLegal ExpenseTrust. By May 1996,herclosest
advisersweretold that themoneyraisedby Trie wasforeignmoney,andhadbeen
given throughstrawdonors. However,Mrs. Clinton did nothingto wamtheDNC
aboutTrie’s illegal fundraising. Iii thetime periodbetweenApril andNovember
1996,while Mrs. Clinton saton this information,Trie raisedhundredsof
thousandsof dollarsworth of illegal contributionsfor theDNC. Your taskforce
hasapparentlyfailed to follow up on theseseriousallegations.

TheLa Bellamemo’sconclusionsaboutyourhandlingof thecampaign
fundraisinginvestigationarealarming.Moreover,Mr. La Bella’spredictionsaboutthe
failure of theinvestigationhavecometrue. Many low-level figures,like JohnHuangand
CharlieTrie, havepledguilty, andgottenlight sentenceswithout giving upanyserious
evidence.In theprocess,theyhavemaintainedimplausiblestoriesthat exculpatethem
andtheirsuperiors.Forexample,JohnHuangsatbeforethis Committeeandtestifiedthat
theBuddhistTempleeventwith theVice Presidentwasnota fundraiser,eventhoughit
raisedfunds,andeventhoughindividualswho contributedto attendwere seatedat the
front. I fail to understandhow you canheartestimonylike that, andthentell asentencing
judgethatMr. Huangis cooperatingwith yourinvestigation. Similarly, CharlieTrie
appearedbeforethis Committeeandclaimedthat themoneygivento himby Ng Lap
Sengto contributeto theDNC wasactuallyTrie’s own money,eventhoughhe did not
paytaxeson it, orlist it on his financialdisclosureforms. Yet again,Mr. Triereceived
credit for cooperatingwith theJusticeDepartment.Failureto obtaintruecooperation
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from thesewitnesseshasmeantthat theDepartmenthasnot beenable to pursueWhite
HouseandDNC officials who mayhavehada role in the fundraisingscandal.TheLa
Bella memoraisesa seriousquestionas to whetherthis failure is intentional.

By ignoring theadvicegiven to you by DirectorFreehandMr. La Bella, you
crippledthecampaignfundraisinginvestigation. By withholding thememosfrom this
Committee,you tried to keeptheCommitteefrom learninghow you hadmishandledthe
investigation. At this point,it is unlikely theharmcanbe undone,and thatareal
campaignfundraisinginvestigationwill everbe conductedby theDepartment.However,
theCongresshasaright to know whathashappened,andtherefore,I expectthat you will
immediatelycomply with theCommittee’ssubpoena.

DanBurton
Chairman

cc: The HonorableHenryA. Waxman,RankingMinority Member


